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WELCOME to the ninth edition of 

The Falkner Flyer. This week is a bumper 
edition to cover half term and is focused 
on film! Hopefully this instalment will give 
you and your family some ideas for 
entertainment over the break. Grab some 
popcorn and settle down; The Falkner 
Flyer is about to start… 
 
ON THIS DAY:  

May 22nd 334 BC: the Macedonian army 
of Alexander the Great defeats Darius III 
of Persia in the Battle of the Granicus. 
Alexander the Great was one of the most 
successful conquerors in human history, 
who took his Macedonian Empire from the 
shores of Greece to the borders of India. 
 
Part of this conquest included the 
destruction and subjugation of the Persian 
Empire; the great arch-nemesis of the 
Greek states. As he was expanding 
eastward, Alexander would have three 
major battles with the Persians, and the 
first was at the crossing of the Granicus 
River in 334 BC. The Greeks lost around 
300 to 400 men and the Persians up to 
4,000, mostly as they retreated from the 
battle. Alexander would remain undefeated 
in battle until his death in 323 BC, by 
which time he had constructed one of the 
largest empires in Ancient history and 

forged a reputation for being one of the 
most successful military commanders ever. 
(Click on painting opposite for a long video.) 
 
 

FILM: 
Alexander the 
Great (1956) 
Staring Richard 
Burton, pictured 
below. (Click on 

poster image for clip.) 

 
Of its time, but 
“It is without a 
doubt one of the 
most opulently 
mounted pictures 
ever produced, a 
magnificent eye-
filling epic with 
scope and 
splendour”. 
 
 
 
FACT:  
The British Board 
of Film 
Classification 
(BBFC) is an independent regulator and 
guide with over 100 years’ experience. They 
help everyone in the UK choose age-
appropriate films, videos and websites, 
wherever and however they watch or use 
them. (Click logo below for more information.)  

 

https://www.bbfc.co.uk/about-classification
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7lb6KWBanI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IuEYgMPqwA4
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FAMOUS 
PERSON:  

EMMA 

WATSON 
 
Born: 15th 
April 1990 
 
Emma 
Charlotte 
Duerre 
Watson is an 
English 
actress, 
model and 
activist. Born 
in Paris and 
brought up in Oxfordshire, Watson 
attended the Dragon School, and trained as 
an actress at the Oxford branch 
of Stagecoach Theatre Arts. As a child, she 
rose to prominence with her first 
professional acting role as Hermione 
Granger in the Harry Potter film series, 
having acted only in school plays 
previously. She is known as being 
notoriously low-key and splits her time 
between London and New York. She is a 
self-confessed “nomad” and doesn’t have a 
permanent address. Her hobbies seem to 
be on the quieter side. She loves reading, 
and famously balanced her career and 
education for three years while studying 
English literature at Brown University, 
America and Worcester College, Oxford. 
She is also a qualified yoga teacher. Most 
interestingly, for someone with a voice as 
widely heard as hers, she spends 10 days a 
year at a silent retreat. She is most proud of 
her activism but also that she takes great 

comfort in the basics of life. “I’ll let other 
people be the judge, but I feel sane, and 
feel normal and myself. I think I’m the 
most proud of that.” (Click on Emma for a 

short interview.)  

 
LEGO: (Provided by Miss Day) 

 

Challenge Seventeen: Build 
the world’s fastest car. 
 
Challenge Eighteen: Do you 
want to build a snowman? Build 
a winter scene. 
 

Send photos of your models to: 
office20pr@falknerhouse.co.uk 

 
EDITION 8 submissions: 
 
Yann Year 4 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZDbgIjq70A
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APP: 
FilmoraGo is an easy-
to-use video editing app 
with advanced features 
and tons of ways to be 
creative. Edit music 
videos, make your own 
movies, and share 
videos with your friends! Have fun! 
 (Click on logo above for the link) 

 
 
TWEET OF THE DAY: 
 

Sparrowhawk  

Scientific name:  
Accipiter nisus 
 (left) 

 
(Click on bird for more 
information) 
 

Hawks include the bird-
eating hawks such as the 

Sparrowhawk, with broad, rounded 
wings and long, slender tails. Buzzards are 
mostly larger, longer-winged, substantial 
birds, which use broad wings for 
soaring. Eagles, (Golden Eagle pictured 
below) are much larger, with deep, arched, 
sharply-hooked bills and long, strong, 

curved claws. There are many more 
species outside Europe. 

 

SONG OF THE 
DAY:  
 

"Happy”  
 

Song written, 
produced, and 
performed by 
American 
singer Pharrell 
Williams, released 
as the first and only single from 
the soundtrack album for the film Despicable 
Me 2 (2013). 
 
(Click on image for YouTube link) 
 
LYRICS: 
 
Here come bad news talking this and that 
Yeah, well give me all you got, don't hold 
back 
Yeah, well I should probably warn you I'll 
be just fine 
Yeah, no offence to you don't waste your 
time 
Here's why 
Clap along if you feel like a room without a 
roof 
(Because I'm happy) 
Clap along if you feel like happiness is the 
truth 
(Because I'm happy) 
Clap along if you know what happiness is 
to you 
(Because I'm happy) 
Clap along if you feel like that's what you 
wanna do 
 (Extract from "Happy" P.WILLIAMS, 2013)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6Sxv-sUYtM
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/sparrowhawk/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/filmorago-video-editor-maker/id1019382747
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/golden-eagle/
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FILM: 
 
How to Train 
Your Dragon 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How to Train Your Dragon (2010) 
is loosely based on the 2003 book of the 
same name by British author Cressida 
Cowell (in our school library) produced 
by DreamWorks Animation and distributed 
by Paramount Pictures. The story takes place 
in a mythical Viking world where a young 
Viking teenager named Hiccup aspires to 
follow his tribe's tradition of becoming 
a dragon slayer. After finally capturing his 
first dragon, a Night Fury, and with his 
chance at last of gaining the tribe's 
acceptance, he finds that he no longer wants 
to kill the dragon and instead befriends it. 
 
FACT: 

 
 
 
 

MUSIC: 
 
John Powell – Test Drive 
 
How to Train Your Dragon: Music from 
the Motion 
Picture is a 
soundtrack 
album 
composed 
by John 
Powell for 
the film of the 
same 
name and released on March 23, 2010. The 
score earned Powell his first Academy 
Award nomination and his 
third BAFTA nomination, which he lost 
to The Social Network and The King's Speech, 
respectively. The score also won 
the International Film Music Critics 
Association 2011 Awards for Best Original 
Score for an Animated Feature and Film 
Score of the Year, and was nominated twice 
for Film Music Composition of the Year for 
the tracks "Forbidden Friendship" and "Test 
Drive". (Click on CD image above and Toothless 

below to listen to these tracks.) The soundtrack 
received wide acclaim from professional 
music critics.  
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oKiYuIsPxYk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpPIK4T068s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96NgGuKQcmo
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B073J42CZ7/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
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FILM REVIEWS: 
23 Best Films for 
Children 
 
(by Mark Kermode, 
Observer Film Critic) 

 
My choices range from 
short animations to feature-length live-action 
films, from silent films to foreign-language 
classics from a century of international 
cinema. Along with the more obvious 
contenders, I’ve included a few titles that 
some readers may not consider to be 
children’s films at all. Fair enough. But, 
crucially, these are all films that kids could 
enjoy, if they wanted. The list is arranged not 
by merit but by date, and I’ve included the 
most recent BBFC certificates for reference.  
 

• Unless otherwise indicated, the films listed 
can be found to rent or buy on one or more 
of the usual online streaming services 

• Click on film photo for YouTube clip 

1. The Kid (1921, U) 
 

 
Charlie Chaplin and Jackie Coogan in The Kid.  

 

Jackie Coogan stars as Charlie Chaplin’s 
sidekick/adopted waif in this timeless classic, 
widely regarded as one of the finest films of 
the silent era. In his first feature-length 
feature as director, Chaplin conjures “a 
picture with a smile – and perhaps a tear”, 
perfecting the blend of humour, pathos and 
tragedy that would make him a beloved icon 
around the world. No child or adult could 
watch this and remain unmoved. 

2. The Adventures of Prince 
Achmed (1926, PG) 
 

 
German director Lotte Reininger used silhouette 
animation to striking effect in The Adventures of 
Prince Achmed.  

Lotte Reiniger’s 1926 German production is 
one of the oldest surviving animated 
features, and suffers from the kind of racial 
and gender stereotyping that beset so many 
films of this period. But for audiences 
mature enough to see beyond the outmoded 
politics, it offers a fascinating insight into the 
history of animation. Taking inspiration 
from One Thousand and One Nights, Reiniger’s 
film has influenced countless children’s 
classics, from Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs to The Sword in the Stone and Harry 
Potter and the Deathly Hallows. 

https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-2
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UBX2Yy2dqg4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_9L7r8NIBc
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3. Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs (1937, U) 
 

 
‘An astonishing technical achievement’: Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs.  

Disney’s first feature-length animation 
played to packed houses of all ages when 
first released. An astonishing technical 
achievement, it benefited from eye-popping 
artwork, spine-tingling music, and an 
occasionally horrifying narrative (the 
BBFC originally rated it A, and it 
only got an uncut U in 
1987).  

This note of brooding 
darkness would continue 
throughout all the finest 
Disney films, 
connecting them to 
the great traditions 
of the 
Brothers 
Grimm, and 
proving that 
children appreciate 
a touch of fear with 
their fun. 

 

4. The Wizard of Oz (1939, U) 
 

 
 Judy Garland and company in The Wizard of Oz.  

Flying monkeys, terrifying twisters and 
melting witches – they’re all here in MGM’s 
brilliant adaptation of L Frank Baum’s 
fantastical source material. Shirley Temple 
was originally considered for the lead 
role of Dorothy, a part Judy Garland 
made her own.  

Despite winning an Oscar for 
best song, Arlen and 
Harburg’s Over the 
Rainbow nearly hit the 
cutting room floor after 
studio execs worried that 
the sepia-toned Kansas 
scenes were too long, and 
younger kids wouldn’t 
understand the complex 
emotions of the lyrics. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-4
https://bbfc.co.uk/case-studies/snow-white-and-seven-dwarfs-1937
https://bbfc.co.uk/case-studies/snow-white-and-seven-dwarfs-1937
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXtB68hemDs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_3T4DGw10U
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5. Pather Panchali (1955, U) 
 

 
Subir Banerjee in Pather Panchali.  

Satyajit Ray’s directorial debut won the best 
human document award at the 1956 Cannes 
film festival, and became a key text in the 
evolution of modern Indian cinema. 
Adapted from the novel by Bibhutibhushan 
Bandyopadhyay, Ray’s film portrays the 
struggles and smiles of impoverished village 
life with clarity and compassion, aided by a 
wonderfully natural performance from 
young Subir Banerjee. The film was followed 
by Aparajito and Apur Sansar, which together 
form the acclaimed Apu trilogy. 

6. The Red Balloon (1956, U) 
 

 
Pascal Lamorisse in The Red Balloon.  

Albert Lamorisse’s short French film follows 
the adventures of a young boy who finds a 
balloon that seems to have a mind of its 
own. A beacon of hope amid a darkened 
landscape, it’s an endlessly intriguing and 
inspiring slice of poetic post-war cinema. 
Lamorisse won an Oscar for best screenplay, 
becoming the only person ever to triumph in 
this category with a short film. 

7. The 400 Blows (1959, PG) 
 

 
Jean-Pierre Léaud in The 400 Blows.  

Jean-Pierre Léaud is the restless spirit who 
comes of age in François Truffaut’s nouvelle 
vague masterpiece. The French title, Les 
Quatre Cents Coups, refers to an expression 
meaning “to raise hell”, capturing the 
rebellious nature of Antoine 
Doinel, an alter ego character 
drawn in part from 
Truffaut’s own youthful 
experiences. Léaud would 
play Antoine in a succession 
of subsequent movies 
spanning two decades. 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-6
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-7
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CA3bsOv6MI
https://archive.org/details/LeBallonRougetheRedBalloon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i89oN8v7RdY
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8. Mary Poppins (1964, U) 
 

 
Julie Andrews as Mary Poppins.  

Adapted from the books of PL Travers (who 
was famously sceptical about the film). 
Garnering a whopping 13 Oscar 
nominations, the film scored several wins, 
including best actress for Julie Andrews and 
best song for the Sherman brothers’ 
composition Chim Chim Cher-ee. But it’s 
the heartbreaking majesty of Feed the Birds 
that underpins the film’s most extraordinary 
sequence – musically, technically, and 
emotionally. 

9. Kes (1969, PG) 
 

 
David Bradley in Ken Loach’s Kes.  

Barry Hines’s novel A Kestrel for a Knave is 
brought to the screen with astonishing 

verisimilitude by Ken Loach in this 
masterpiece of British social-realist cinema. 
David “Dai” Bradley is the young Billy 
Caspar whose dreams take flight when he 
trains and tends to a bird that becomes his 
closest companion. Despite an unforgivingly 
downbeat ending, Kes remains essential 
viewing for anyone who believes in the 
transcendent power of honest art. 

10. Dougal and the Blue Cat (1970/72, U) 
 

 
A scene from Dougal and the Blue Cat.  

Originally released in France as Pollux et le 
Chat Bleu, this feature-length spinoff 
from The Magic Roundabout arrived in the UK 
with the voices of Eric Thompson and 
Fenella Fielding. Together they transform 
Serge Danot’s peculiar stop-motion 
animation into a brilliantly bizarre and eerily 
haunting oddity that continues to attract new 
generations of fans. No wonder Black 
Mirror creator Charlie Brooker chose 
Florence’s Sad Song (a track from the 
movie) as one of his selections on Desert 
Island Discs. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-9
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-10
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZsHM-tei2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BGcllKvfnYs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzFDZuNxx7k
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11. The Amazing Mr Blunden (1972, U) 
 

 
A scene from Lionel Jeffries’s big-screen adaptation 
of The Amazing Mr Blunden. 

Writer-director Lionel Jeffries works pure 
screen wonder with Antonia Barber’s 
novel The Ghosts. When a family become 
housekeepers of a derelict mansion, time-
travelling magic forges friendships across the 
ages. While Jeffries may be more celebrated 
for directing The Railway Children (one of the 
most enduring British children’s movies), 
this is his true masterpiece. 

12. The Street (1976, PG) 
 

 
A still from Caroline Leaf’s Oscar-nominated short 
film The Street.  

Produced by the National Film Board of 
Canada, Caroline Leaf’s Oscar-nominated 

short – a mere 10 minutes in length – uses 
paint on glass animation to bring Mordecai 
Richler’s story (which addresses the taboo 
subject of death) to life with empathy and 
wit. In a 2003 interview, Leaf said that the 
key to her adaptation was “to drop as much 
of the text as possible, putting the 
storytelling into the images”. 

13. ET: The Extra-Terrestrial (1982, U) 
 

 
Henry Thomas’s Elliott flies high with his other-
worldly friend in ET: The Extra-Terrestrial.  

This tear-jerking tale of a young boy’s 
friendship with a stranded space alien may 
technically be a sci-fi movie, but it also 
represents a very personal account of 
director Steven Spielberg’s down-to-earth 
feelings of childhood isolation and anxiety 
following his parents’ divorce. A wonderful 
script by Melissa Mathison and a 
surging score by 
John Williams 
help this to 
pack a 
mighty 
emotional 
punch. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-12
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-13
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-13
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xpIwjgDDZrI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ed1RzYqgwqM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMVvo5ZlfEU
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14. My Neighbour Totoro (1988, U) 
 

 
Hayao Miyazaki’s 1988 film My Neighbour Totoro: 
‘pan-generational appeal’.  

It’s hard to decide which of Hayao 
Miyazaki’s matchless animations to include 
in this list (Princess Mononoke, Spirited 
Away, Howl’s Moving Castle and Ponyo are all 
classics) but this 1988 Studio Ghibli offering 
about young children befriending forest 
spirits retains a special place in many 
viewers’ hearts. As with all of the Ghibli 
films, My Neighbour Totoro boasts the pan-
generational appeal that has made Miyazaki’s 
works so popular. 

15. The Secret Garden (1993, U) 
 

 
 A scene from the film adaptation of Frances 
Hodgson Burnett’s The Secret Garden.  

Frances Hodgson Burnett’s book has 
inspired several movies, from a 1919 
production starring Lila Lee to a 
forthcoming version written by Harry 
Potter and the Cursed 
Child playwright Jack 
Thorne. But Agnieszka 
Holland’s 1993 
adaptation, which 
earned a supporting actress Bafta 
nomination for Maggie Smith, is a particular 
delight, hailed by Roger Ebert as “a work of 
beauty, poetry and deep mystery… like 
entering for a time into a closed world where 
one’s destiny may be discovered”. 

16. Little Women (1994, U) 
 

 
Winona Ryder in Little Women.  

Gillian Armstrong’s hugely likable adaptation 
of Louisa May Alcott’s novel about the lives 
of the four March sisters earned Oscar 
nominations for Thomas Newman’s score, 
Colleen Atwood’s costumes, and Winona 
Ryder’s starring role as Jo March. First 

https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-15
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-16
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-17
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3KbWc4NreXw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zeqqhA5Z3A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aw1s4okHcsE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gHNOXDiD9Vk
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brought to 
the screen 
in the silent 
era, the 
novel has 
inspired 
films by 
such luminaries as George Cukor and 
Mervyn LeRoy, with a new version written 
and directed by Greta Gerwig released now, 
starring our famous person of the week 
Emma Watson. 

17. Kirikou and the Sorceress (1998, U) 

A still from Kirikou and the Sorceress. 

Youssou N’Dour provides the music for 
Michel Ocelot’s international co-production, 
an animated fable, inspired by a west African 
folk tale, about a young boy who takes on a 
sorceress terrorising his village. The BBFC, 
who rated the film U, note correctly that it 
contains “mild violence, peril and natural 
nudity” – the last of which reportedly caused 
problems in some territories. 

 

 

 

18. Whale Rider (2002, PG) 
 

 
Keisha Castle-Hughes in Whale Rider.  

Keisha Castle-Hughes shines in Niki Caro’s 
breakout New Zealand hit, based on the 
novel of the same name by Māori writer Witi 
Ihimaera. A young girl fights for the right to 
become the leader of her tribe – a role 
traditionally reserved for men. Castle-
Hughes earned a best actress Oscar 
nomination, making her at the time the 
youngest ever nominee in that category (a 
record later broken by Quvenzhané Wallis 
for her performance in Beasts of the Southern 
Wild). 

19. The Cave of the Yellow Dog (2005, U) 
 

 
A scene from The Cave of the Yellow Dog.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6jw9S5Ym10
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-18
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-18
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-18
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-19
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-21
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSuBMJpPBBo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s41-Ct19bz0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AST2-4db4ic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6jw9S5Ym10
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Byambasuren Davaa, co-director of The Story 
of the Weeping Camel, returns to her 
Mongolian homeland for this blend of fact 
and fiction, centring on a family of hard-
working nomads whose work-life cycles are 
defined by the rhythm of the seasons. 
Whether making cheese, dismantling their 
yurt or playing with dried dung (a highlight 
for the kids!) the Batchuluuns remind us 
that, trite as it may sound, life’s true joys lie 
in the simple things. A lovely movie with the 
power to engross, educate and entertain. 

20. Like Stars on Earth (2007, PG) 
 

 
A scene from Aamir Khan’s Taare Zameen  

Originally entitled Taare Zameen Par, this 
hugely popular Indian drama, produced and 
directed by Aamir Khan, follows young 
Ishaan (Darsheel Safary) as he faces up to 
educational challenges. India’s submission 
for the 2009 foreign language film 
Oscar, Like Stars on Earth was picked up by 
Disney on DVD, bringing it to the attention 
of a worldwide audience. 

 

 

 

21. Wadjda (2012, PG) 
 

 
Waad Mohammed as the eponymous heroine Wadjda.  

Waad Mohammed is terrific as the titular 
Saudi girl who enters a Koran recitation 
competition in the hope of raising the funds 
she needs to buy herself a coveted bicycle. 
Written and directed by Saudi Arabian film-
maker Haifaa al-Mansour, this Bafta-
nominated treat is a little miracle – a film 
that challenges rules and stereotypes with a 
lightness of touch that makes it accessible to 
all. 

22. Queen of Katwe (2016, PG) 
 

 
Madina Nalwanga in Mira Nair’s Queen of Katwe.  

https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-22
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-23
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DBg6HSMF9X8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3koigluYOH0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4l3-_yub5A
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Inspired by the true-life story of Phiona 
Mutesi, this uplifting film follows a young 
woman living in the slums of Uganda whose 
life is changed by her talent for chess. 
Madina Nalwanga, David Oyelowo and 
Lupita Nyong’o head up a very engaging 
ensemble cast with whom director Mira Nair 
works wonders (fun fact: Moonlight helm 
Barry Jenkins was at one point in the 
running to direct). 

 

23. The Red Turtle (2016, PG) 
 

 
A still from the 2016 French-Japanese animated film 
The Red Turtle.  

UK-based Dutch animator Michaël Dudok 
de Wit directs this Japanese-French-Belgian 
co-production – a first for Studio Ghibli. A 
poignant, wordless tale of a man 
shipwrecked on a desert island, it boasts a 
sublime simplicity that unifies its’ complex 
elements into a singular, universal voice. 
Eloquent, profound and moving, The Red 
Turtle benefits from a wonderful score by 
Laurent Perez del Mar that says more than 
words ever could. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WILDFLIFE: Ocean in the Home 
 

 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/jul/21/25-best-childrens-films-mark-kermode#img-25
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Wf57f5F09c
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PHOTO OF THE DAY: 

Tahira Sayyad, a Pakistani folk singer, plays 
the sitar in The Shalimar Gardens. Built in 
the 17th century and are a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. (PHOTOGRAPH BY R. 

MICHAUD) (Click on image above for YouTube 
video of Tahira singing) 
 
GEOGRAPHY FACT: 

Where are The 
Shalimar Gardens? 
 

The Shalamar Gardens (also known in 
English as the Shalimar Gardens), are 
a Mughal garden complex located in Lahore, 
capital of the Pakistani province of Punjab. 
The gardens date 
from the period 
when the Mughal 
Empire was at its’ 
artistic and 
aesthetic zenith, 
and are now one 
of Pakistan's most 
popular tourist 
destinations. 
 

(Click on aerial image below for Google Earth link.) 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8d7jDX_vt3Q
https://earth.google.com/web/search/Shalimar+Bagh,+Shalamar+Chowk%d8%8c+G.+T.+Road,+Lahore,+Pakistan/@31.5846203,74.3835326,218.90880517a,884.05077886d,35y,0h,45t,0r/data=CqcBGn0SdwolMHgzOTE5MWFjMDgzZDgwOGM3OjB4OWY1NDI5MWMwM2Y5NmVjMxnkEw2tqZU_QCHKfFHMi5hSQCo8U2hhbGltYXIgQmFnaCwgU2hhbGFtYXIgQ2hvd2vYjCBHLiBULiBSb2FkLCBMYWhvcmUsIFBha2lzdGFuGAIgASImCiQJR36ju9l8MUARK_94gISEDEAZmQsN20P0WUAhQWmLr6S-VUAoAg
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PUZZLE ONE: Lion King Wordsearch 
 

MATHS CHALLENGE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

FACT: 

The Lion King 

was originally 

going to be 

called “King 

of the 

Jungle.” 
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PUZZLE TWO:  
(Provided by Sophia Year 1) 
 

Across     

1. A Disney Princess who has freezing powers.  
2. A Princess that fell asleep for 100 years.  
3.The movie that Anna and Elsa are in.  
4.The Princess who has a sister with freezing  
powers. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Down     

1.The Princess who was in love with the beast. 

2.The Princess who had the glass slippers. 

3.A Disney Princess who lives under the sea. 
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WORD OF THE DAY:  
 

indemnity 
 

(noun in-dem-ni-tee) 

 
Definition: 
Security or protection against a loss or other 
financial burden. 
 
 
QUOTE OF THE DAY: 
 

 
(DOROTHY played by Judy Garland in The Wizard of 
Oz, 1939) 

 
 
ART: Prompt (Provided by Mrs Ter Averst)  
 
You can interpret this week’s art prompt 
however you like, using paints, pencils, 
collage or even 3D. Be as creative as you 
can! This week’s art prompt is the sun. 

Many artists were inspired by the sun. Take a 
moment to think about how the sun makes 
you feel. What colour is the sun? What 
colours does it make the sky? Van Gogh was 
inspired by the sun over olive groves. (See 
picture below left) Monet was inspired by 
sunsets over the river Thames. (Below.) The 
sun features heavily in Japanese woodprints 
such as this one by Hokusai.(Above.) They 
have all painted the sun in different colours. 
 

 
MINDFULNESS 
MOMENT: 
 
Guided 
Meditation: 
Crystal 
Healing Cave 

(Click on the image) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEv4wGRQgIs
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BOOK CLUB:  
 
 

Disney 365 Stories 
 
(Released 21 July 2020) 
 
 
(Click on book cover for the 
link) 
 
 

Filled with lots of 
wonderful adventures and heart-warming 
tales, this beautiful treasury has 365 Disney 
stories for you to enjoy throughout the year. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
TOUR: Virtual Tour of Disneyland 
Orlando, USA. 
Explore Disneyland in Orlando! 
 
This website enables you to have a 360 
degree view of key locations in the main 
theme parks of Orlando. Look out for the 
main Castle, City Hall and the famous High 
Street where the parades take place.  
(Click on image above for more information) 
 

POEM:  
When I Have Fears… 
by J. KEATS (1795-1821) 
 
When I have fears that I may cease to be  

  Before my pen has glean’d my teeming brain,  

Before high piled books, in charact’ry,  

  Hold like rich garners the full-ripen’d grain;  

When I behold, upon the night’s starr’d face,  

  Huge cloudy symbols of a high romance,  

And think that I may never live to trace  

  Their shadows, with the magic hand of chance;  

And when I feel, fair creature of an hour!  

  That I shall never look upon thee more,  

Never have relish in the faery power  

  Of unreflecting love!—then on the shore  

Of the wide world I stand alone, and think  

Till Love and Fame to nothingness do sink. 

 
Referenced in the film Brief Encounter 
(1945) 
 
 

 

https://www.visitorlando.com/en/things-to-do/virtual-tours/walt-disney-world-resort
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Disney-365-Stories-Igloo-Books/dp/1839030674/ref=sr_1_7?dchild=1&keywords=story+of+disney&qid=1589986142&sr=8-7
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EXTRA LEARNING: 
(Provided by Jack Reception)  
  
Curriculum Topics to 
Explore 
 

 
FILMS: 
 
Both the 1994 and 2019 films are a must 
watch! (Click on images right for clips.) 
Enjoy!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Topics  Ideas 

Geography 
 

- What continent is the movie set in?  
- What oceans/seas are surrounding this continent? 
- Draw the continent outline and research the countries 
within.  
- Add these to your map. 

Science Life cycles and Food chains 
- Choose an animal from the movie and draw a life 
cycle poster.  
- Design and draw a comic strip showing the food 
chain for the same animal.  

English Narrative with dialogue  
- Write a side story linked to Timone and Pumba.  

Languages/Food 
Tech/D&T/Art 

- Design and make puppets to retell the story.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nbY_aP-alkw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MxulhivCvI
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RECIPE:  
Welcome 
to the 
fourth set 
of recipes 
and demonstration videos, provided by our 
very own chefs at Falkner House, Sarah 
Wigmore and Stuart Harding.  
 
STUART’S 
FALAFEL 
WITH 
ROASTED 
RED 
PEPPER & 
TOMATO 
COMPOTE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Click on image above for a link to a STEP 
by STEP demonstration by Stuart)  
 
FALAFEL 
 
INGREDIENTS 
 

• 320g chickpeas dried 

• 50g chopped parsley 

• 1 small white onion 

• 3 cloves of garlic 

• 1 small lemon 

• Zest of 1 lemon 

• 50ml olive oil 

• 2tsp tahini 

• Salt and pepper 

 

 
 

METHOD 
 

1. Soak the chickpeas overnight. 
 

2. Reserve 80g of raw, soaked 
chickpeas. 
 

3. Take 240g of chickpeas and 
place into a pot with 1 lemon, 
cut into quarters, the white 
onion, peeled and halved and 
the garlic. 
 

4. Cover with cold water, bring 
to the boil and then simmer 
for around 2 hours or until the 
chickpeas are very soft. Keep 
topping up the water so it 
stays above the chickpeas. 
 

5. When cooked, strain the 
chickpeas and keep 100ml of 
the cooking liquid. 
 

6. Remove the lemon quarters 
and scrape the flesh from the 
skins and put to one side. 
 

https://vimeo.com/420259255/641b06e51b
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7. Blend the 80g of raw 
chickpeas and place into a 
mixing bowl. 
 

8. Then blend the cooked 
chickpeas with the onion, 
garlic, tahini, reserved lemon 
flesh and cooking liquid. Add 
this to the mixing bowl with 
the blended raw chickpeas.   
 

9. Add the chopped parsley, zest 
of one lemon and season the 
mixture with salt and pepper.  
 

10. Allow the mixture to sit for 10 
minutes before shaping into 
falafels 
 

11. Panfry for 2 minutes either 
side and serve! 

 
ROAST RED PEPPER AND 
TOMATO COMPOTE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INGREDIENTS 
 

• 1 red pepper 

• 2 shallots 

• 3 cloves of garlic 

• 400ml tomato passata 

• 2 tbsp red wine vinegar 

• 2tsp sugar 

• 1tsp salt 

• 10g chopped fresh dill 

 
 
METHOD - (Ask for adult help.) 
 

1. Take the whole red pepper 
and burn the skin all over on 
an open flame on the 
stovetop. 

 
2. Place in a bowl and cover with 

clingfilm. Leave until cool and 
then remove the burnt skin 
and dice. 
 

3. In a small pot slowly cook the 
diced shallot, thinly sliced 
garlic and the diced roasted 
red pepper until soft. 
 

4. Add the red wine vinegar and 
sugar and cook until fully 
reduced. 
 

5. Add the tomato passata and 
salt and lower the heat, 
simmer for 20 mins or until 
reduced by half. 
 

6. Allow to cool and add the 
chopped dill and serve. 
 
Enjoy over half term! 
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FACT: 

SARAH’S DELICIOUS MINI CHEESE 
BALLS  

 
INGREDIENTS 
 

• 225g self-raising flour, plus extra for 
dusting 

• 55g cold butter cut into small cubes 

• 120g grated mature cheddar 

• 80 -100mls milk 

• (2) 1 egg beaten, plus 1 egg for glazing 

• Pinch of salt 
 
EQUIPMENT 
 

• 1 baking tray lined with baking parchment 

• 1 mixing bowl 

• 1 pastry brush 
 
 
 
 

METHOD 
 

1. Heat the oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. 
Sift the flour & salt into the mixing bowl. 
 

2. Add the cubes of butter to the bowl 
and use the rubbing in method with your 
fingertips to make breadcrumbs. Add the 
grated cheese into the breadcrumb mixture 
and lightly mix together until evenly 
distributed. 
 

3. Make a well in the centre of the mixture, 
add the beaten egg and pour in enough 
milk to give a fairly soft but firm dough. 
Do not pour in all the milk at once as you 
may not need it all to get the right 
consistency.  
 

4. Lightly flour a surface and roll the dough 
into small balls, approximately golf ball 
size, then place on the lined baking sheet, 
leaving a gap between each. Glaze each 
cheese ball with a little beaten egg and 
place tray into the pre heated oven. 
 

5. Bake in the oven for 15-20 mins or until 
golden brown and cooked through. 
Remove from oven & allow to cool. 

 
 

FH Girls 
making 
Stuart’ s 
Millionaire 
Shortbread 
and Sarah’s 
Quiche! 
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PRAYER:  
(Idea suggested by Mrs A) 
 

May all be free from sorrow and the causes 

of sorrow;  

 

May all never be separated from the sacred 

happiness which is sorrow-less;  

 

And may all live in equanimity, without too 

much attachment and too much aversion, 

And live believing in the equality of all that 

lives. 

 

(Traditional Buddhist Prayer) 

 
 
LIFESTYLE - TELL ME MORE: 
  

• What is 
this photo 
of? 

• Which film 
character 
wears it? 

• Which 
company 
makes 
these 
films? 

 
 
Send in answers to: 
office20pr@falknerhouse.co.uk 
 
 

FACT:  

SPORTS CHALLENGE: (Provided by Miss 

Gardner) 
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SPORT: Athlete of the Week  
(Provided by Mr Greenlees)  

 
WILMA RUDOLPH 
 

 
 
This week’s athlete is legendary American 
sprinter Wilma Rudolph.  
 
Let me tell you a little about Wilma: She was 
the first American woman to win three gold 
medals in the 1960’s Olympics. In doing so 
she set the Olympic record for the 100m 
(11.2 seconds) and the 200m (22.9 seconds). 
These Olympics were some of the earliest 
games to be televised, and thus Wilma 
gained international recognition and became 
a real beacon, not only for female athletes 
but also for black athletes. Rudolph then 
used this exposure to campaign for the rights 
of African Americans and women and even 
managed to break the gender barrier of all-
male events in athletics.  
 
Wilma’s story is so incredible because as a 
child she suffered from many illnesses 
including pneumonia, scarlet fever and even 
polio. She recovered from polio but she had 
lost a lot of strength in her left foot, and this 

left her physically disabled for much of her 
early life. She was so disabled that she was 
forced to wear a leg brace to help her walk. 
At the time there wasn’t a lot of medical care 
for African Americans, and so Wilma and 
her mother had to take a long bus ride to 
Nashville twice a week to get the care she 
needed. She also needed daily massages from 
members of her family. But after 2 years of 
this treatment Wilma was able to walk 
without the leg brace and straight away she 
began to play sports. She excelled at 
basketball and athletics and this led to her 
great success at the Olympic games.  
 
So Wilma overcame great adversity to 
become one of the greatest sprinters ever, 
and then used her position in the limelight to 
help others in need. An incredible example 
to us all. 
 
(Click on the photo below to see her 
achievements at the 1960 Olympic games in 
Rome.) 
 

 

EXPLORE: The Olympics YouTube 
Channel, 
click logo 
right. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FPVdpJZJi-o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FPVdpJZJi-o
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTl3QQTvqHFjurroKxexy2Q
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EDITION SEVEN ANSWERS: 
 
Maths Challenge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Puzzle 
 

 
 
 
 

Life Style Tell Me More Answers 
  

• What is 
this 
photo of? 

• Which 
city is it 
found in? 

• What is  
it made 
from? 

 
 
One of the four lion sculptures by Sir 
Edwin Landseer (1802-73) at the base 
of Nelson's Column, Trafalgar Square, 
London. This is the lion on the south west 
angle, as seen from the busy road between 
the Strand and Pall Mall. There are 
practically (but not completely) identical 
lions on the rectangular plinths at the base of 
all four corners. Each is 20 feet long and 22 
feet high, differing from the others only in 
tiny details (the flow of the mane, perhaps a 
slight angle of the head). Representing the 
"largest and most taxing commission with 
which Landseer was involved". They were all 
cast in bronze by Baron Marochetti and 
finally placed in position in 1867. (Click on 

image below for aerial views of London. Look out for 
the lions!) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WMSyznq7Kns
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
The following people will be celebrating 
their birthdays over the coming weeks. The 
Falkner Flyer hopes they have a marvellous 
day and wishes them many happy returns:  
(Click on balloon above!) 

 
DOLLY – YEAR 6 

SCARLETT – YEAR 3 

ERIN – YEAR 5 

SUSANNA – YEAR 2 

AURELIA – YEAR 1 

ERYN – YEAR 5 

(Today!) 

ADAM & REEM – YEAR 2 

ALEXANDER – YEAR 3 

HUBERT – YEAR 2 

And the stupendous 

MISS BROADERS, MISS A, MR 

TRENTHAM & MR GREENLEES 

 
FINAL THOUGHT: 
Coronavirus is having a devastating effect on 
many industries and businesses. The film 
business worldwide faces losing billions of 
pounds, and stoppages in filming have left 
thousands in a mostly freelance industry 
without work. Release dates, too, have been 
affected. The latest Bond movie — No Time 
to Die — was postponed until the end of this 
year, while Disney's live-action remake of 
Mulan has been pushed back to July. 
But some studios have taken a different tack: 
Universal's Trolls World Tour was released on 

digital rental 
platforms 
earlier this 
month, and 
made nearly 
$100m 
(£91.9m) in its 
first three 
weeks - a figure higher than the original 
Trolls movie made in five months! 

Yes there are, according to production 
designer and art director Blair Barnette  
who noticed “Creativity is coming out of 
the woodwork”. For screenwriters the 
demand for stories may be on the rise, but 
this demand will also be for content that 
“speaks to the values we have 
reconnected with during the lockdown”. 
 
Now maybe the time to try your hand at 
writing a short screenplay to rehearse and 
record with your friends over Zoom or 
another social video app! It is a good time to 
rediscover what makes us grateful. Focus 
on how your story will be useful to your 
audience. (Click on typewriter image above for a 

guide to get you started on writing you own screen 
play.) 

 
Make yourself useful. Write for someone else 
to enjoy and have a great half term.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=laPhvAZ_2m4
https://www.mensaforkids.org/teach/lesson-plans/writing-a-screenplay/
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