
  YEAR 2    MENTAL MATHS SUGGESTIONS 

 

 

 Count up and back, crossing tens and hundreds. 

 Count on and back in 10s, starting from 0 then starting at another 

multiple of 10, before starting from another number e.g. 5, 83. Again, 

practise crossing hundreds. 

 Finding multiples of 10 more and 10 less, including crossing hundreds.  

 Finding 1 more and 1 less, crossing hundreds.  

 Number games: e.g. I am the number between 26 and 28. What number 

am I? 

 Place value in a two-digit number: How many tens are there and how many 

units are there in… Order number from the smallest to largest and 

largest to the smallest… How do you know (ask your daughter to talk 

about the tens and units)? Questions to assess understanding e.g. show 

all the numbers that have 3 tens.    

 Number facts to 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 20 and practise applying these to other 

multiples of 10. You can also try examples such as 23 + 17 =           and   

23 +  ____ = 40. Use your number bonds to work out the answer/missing 

number. 

 Use number bonds to make subtraction facts e.g. 2 + 6 = 8; 8 – 6 = 2  

 Adding three single-digit numbers. 

 Doubling both single and two digit numbers. Can they use the double to 

work out what the half is?  

 Using a double to solve a near double number sentence such as 22 + 23 =  

 Find half and a quarter of a shape or number.  

 Identify odd and even numbers in two–digit numbers. 

 Mental arithmetic, addition and subtraction…  

 Practise sharing between and division in practical contexts.  

 Problem solving e.g. how many different ways can we make 10p/20p/50p? 

 Think of numbers with a difference of…. E.g. 17  

  There were 27 sausages. Mrs Hankey ate 2 so Miss Noone bought 5 

more. How many were there altogether?  

 Money and shopping games: making a given value, finding the fewest coins 

needed to make a value (e.g. 15p, 22p, 50p, £1 etc.), adding coins 

together, adding multiples of 10p e.g. 20p + 30p =, find change from 10p, 

20p, 50p and £1. 

 Finding the lines of symmetry in shapes and patterns. 



 Creating symmetrical patterns and repeating patterns. 

 Revising the names and properties of 2D and 3D shapes. What everyday 

objects can they find that are the same shape as a 

cube/cuboid/cylinder/cone/pyramid/prism? 

 Sorting activities. 

 Time – telling the time to o’clock, half past, quarter past and quarter to; 

begin to identify intervals of time later. For example, it is quarter to 9 

now and school begins at 9, how many minutes are there until school 

starts?  

 Time – revise number of minutes in ¼ , ½ or ¾ of an hour/ 2 hours etc; do 

the same with seconds in a minute. 

 Revise the number of months in the year and the order of the months. 

This can also be used to revise ordinal months. 

 

 


