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WELCOME to the thirteenth edition 

of The Falkner Flyer. In this edition we 
explore aspects of Mythology and look at 
projects to undertake at home. 
 

ON THIS DAY:  

 
On the 26th June 1870, Richard Wagner's 
opera "Valkyrie", second in his Ring 
Cycle premiered at The National Theatre in 
Munich, featuring "Ride of the Valkyries". 
The "Ride" is often heard in a purely 
instrumental version, which may be as short 
as three minutes. Together with the "Bridal 
Chorus" from Lohengrin, the "Ride of the 
Valkyries" is one of Wagner's best-known 
pieces. Die Walküre (The Valkyrie), is the 
second of the four music dramas that 
constitute Richard Wagner's Der Ring des 
Nibelungen, (The Ring of the Nibelung or 
the Ring Cycle).  

Wilhelm Richard Wagner (22nd May 
1813 – 13th February 1883) was a German 
composer, theatre director and conductor 
who is chiefly known for his operas (or, as 
some of his mature works were later known, 
"music dramas"). Unlike most opera 
composers, Wagner wrote both the libretto 
(words) and the music for each of his stage 
works.  
P.S. Wagner is a favourite of Mr & Mrs Griggs and 
the editor’s father! (Click on Wagner’s photograph 
opposite for an hour-long documentary on his life 
and work.)  

 

FACT: In Norse mythology, 
a valkyrie (from Old Norse 
valkyrja “chooser of the slain”) is one of a 
host of female figures who choose those 
who may live or die in battle. (To listen to 

"Ride of the Valkyries" click on image above.) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOJ3r0OqItw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JeuQ-CA67w
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FAMOUS PERSON:  
HOMER 

 
 
Born: c. 800 BC     

Died: c. 701 BC 
 
Who Was Homer? 
The Greek poet Homer was born sometime 
between the 12th and 8th centuries BC, 
possibly somewhere on the coast of Asia 
Minor. He is famous for the epic 
poems The Iliad and The Odyssey, which 
have had an enormous effect on Western 
culture, but very little is known about their 
alleged author. Some scholars believe him to 
be one man; others think these iconic stories 
were created by a group.  
 
A variation on the group idea stems from 
the fact that storytelling was an oral 
tradition, and Homer compiled the stories, 
then recited them to memory. Homer’s style, 

whoever he was, falls more in the category 
of minstrel poet or balladeer, as opposed to 
a cultivated poet such as a Virgil or 
Shakespeare. The stories have repetitive 
elements, almost like a chorus or refrain, 
which suggests a musical element. However, 
Homer’s works are designated as epic rather 
than lyric poetry, which was originally recited 
with a lyre (musical instrument) in hand, 
much in the same vein as spoken-word 
performances. 
 
EXPLORE: 
 
For a brief overview of Homer’s most 
famous work click on the images below:  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
For more information explore Course Hero 
for a brilliant step by step guide on both 
these Homer Classics. (Click on logo above.) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-QPXpCqwHec
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z7i9AmmZE2o
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/The-Iliad/
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LEGO: (Provided by Miss Day) 
 

Challenge Twenty-Five: You 
are elected ruler of a mythical 
land. Build out of Lego your own 
castle. 

 
Challenge Twenty-Six: Aliens 
have invaded! Build a war robot 
to defeat them. 
 

Send photos of your models to: 
office20pr@falknerhouse.co.uk 

 

 
 

APPS: (Click on photo of Zeus’ sculpture below for 

the link.) 

 
Greek Mythology - 
Gods & Myths 
 
Explore Greek 
Mythology offline! No 
need for internet or mobile connection! Get 
information and pictures on all subjects of 
Greek Mythology from 
GreekMythology.com. It includes details on 
Greek Gods like Zeus, Poseidon and Apollo, 
and Greek Goddesses like Aphrodite, Hera 
and Athena. It also features Titans such as 
Atlas and Cronus and myths like the Creation 
of Man by Prometheus and Jason and the 
Argonauts. Greek Heroes like Perseus, 
Hercules and Achilles are also mentioned.  
 
Clear and easy to navigate, this excellent app 
is a great way to revise and update your 
Greek Myths knowledge, or equally a great 
way to start exploring these incredible tales 
and characters.  

 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/greek-mythology-gods-myths/id1064411231
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TWEETS OF THE DAY: 
(Click on the bird for more information on the Bee 
Hummingbird – smallest bird in the world!) 

 
Hummingbird  
Scientific name:  
Trochilidae 
 
 

 
There are more 
than 300 
hummingbird 

species in the world, though the exact count 
varies depending on different classification 
systems and accepted divisions of subspecies 
and closely related birds. "Hummers” are 
unique and distinct. With such a large family, 
however, there is still great variation among 
hummingbirds, but birders can quickly learn 
how to recognize these tiny, distinctive birds.  
 
Hummingbirds are not found in the U.K but 
are located in the Western Hemisphere, from 
Alaska and northern Canada to the southern 
tip of South America. Only a handful of 
species are regularly seen in North America, 
though unique species can be found in 
abundance throughout South America, 
Central America, and the Caribbean. The 
species that nest in North America are 
generally migratory, though many other 
hummingbirds stay in the same lush, tropical 
ranges all year round. 
 
FACT:  
 
Hummingbirds are related to 

swifts and share many 

features in common with them. 

 

MYTH: Huitzilopochtli from Aztec 
theology: The Aztec God of War, 
Huitzilopochtli is also the god of the sun and 
is depicted as a hummingbird or 
with hummingbird characteristics, including 
feathers and a hummingbird helmet. It is 
believed that when Aztec warriors die, they 
become hummingbirds and fly away to join 
Huitzilopochtli. This god is also the patron 
of Tenochtitlan, the former capital of the 
Aztec empire and the present site of Mexico 
City.

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRw3zaV5ynE
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MUSIC: 
 
Brave, 
by Sara 
Bareilles 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Click on image above for the music video 
which features Bareilles singing intertwined 
with clips of people dancing in various 
public places such as a shopping mall, a gym, 
a library and a bus stop. It has achieved 
more than 104 million views! 
 
 
LYRICS:  
 
You can be the outcast 

Or be the backlash of somebody's lack of love 

Or you can start speaking up 

Nothing's gonna hurt you the way that words do 

And they settle 'neath your skin 

Kept on the inside and no sunlight 

Sometimes a shadow wins 

But I wonder what would happen if you 

Say what you wanna say 

And let the words fall out 

Honestly I wanna see you be brave. 

 
 

PHOTO OF THE DAY: 

Flamingo parents share baby-rearing duties 
in Yucatán, Mexico. While a few are left in 
charge of the chicks, the rest of the adults go 
out to search for food, coming back in shifts 
to make sure everyone gets fed. 
(PHOTOGRAPH BY K. NIGGE)  
 
(Click on image above to discover why flamingos are 
pink.) 

 
VIDEO: Over a Million Flamingos | The 
Great Rift: Africa's Wild Heart | BBC 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ui5z6uNA2t8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUQsqBqxoR4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qfoFcBLsCI
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GEOGRAPHY:  
 

Where is Yucatán, Mexico? 

 
Yucatán. Yucatán, estado (state), 
southeastern Mexico. Occupying part of the 
northern Yucatán Peninsula, it is bounded to 
the north by the Gulf of Mexico, to the east 
and southeast by the state of Quintana Roo, 
and to the southwest and west by the state of 
Campeche. (Click on map.)  
 
 

 
FACT: Flamingos in Popular Culture 
 

• To early 
Egyptian culture 
the Flamingos 
were a 
representation of 
the god Ra, who 
was the god of the 
sun. The Egyptians felt that the 
flamingos were there as a reminder 
of the work of that god. They went 
out of their way to make sure these 
animals were preserved and 
protected. 

• In Peru, the 
Flamingo is 
considered to 
be a sacred 
animal. They 
have been 
preserved and 
are often found 
in various types 
of artwork. In many stories the 
Flamingo is the saviour of animals 
due to the way in which it can bend 
its neck, and the abilities it has both 
on land and in flight.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Yucatan
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• The Flamingo has become a symbol 
of many bars, restaurants, and even a 
casino on the strip in Las Vegas. The 
link here is that they want to stand 
out above the rest, and there is no 
doubt that Flamingos definitely 
capture attention when you see one 
of them! These types of businesses 
also give the impression that they 
welcome all types of people from all 
types of backgrounds to come in and 
to enjoy their establishment. As you 
look around your own environment 
notice how many references to 
Flamingos you find as they are 
everywhere in today’s popular 
culture. 

 

• Many books have references to 
Flamingos. This includes the classic 
Alice in Wonderland by Lewis 

Carroll. Alice ends up using a 
flamingo as a mallet to play croquet 
with the Queen of Hearts! 

(Don’t Drink or Eat me. Click me!) 

 
 
WORD OF THE DAY:  
 

viridity 

 

(noun vuh-RID-uh-tee) 

 
Definition: 
1. the quality or state of being green; 
greenness; verdancy 
2.  innocence, youth, or freshness 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWXLU9ozmso
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Did You Know? 
 
Viridity is simply a highfaluting way to say 
"greenness" in both its literal and figurative 
senses. Viridity did not enter our language 
until the 15th century, when it was adopted 
into Middle English as viridite 
 
 
PUZZLE: 
Maths 
Challenge 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MINDFULNESS 
MOMENT: 

 
Bedtime Sleep Music : Fairy Night Garden 
(Click on the image) 

 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

EUGENE KENNEDY American Psychologist  
(Born: 28th August 28 1928 – Died 3rd June 2015) 

 
FACT:  
Artemis was daughter of Zeus and Leto 
and twin sister of Apollo. She was primarily 
a huntress, goddess of wildlife and patroness 
of hunters. She was an important goddess in 
the lives of women, especially when it came 
to marriage. Mrs Dixon dressed up as her on 
a recent Founders Day!  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=suNPZZYIGlk
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BOOK CLUB:  
 
 

Mythology: Timeless 
Tales of Gods and 
Heroes,  
 
 
by Edith 
Hamilton (Author), Jim 
Tierney (Illustrator) 
 
(Click on book cover for the link) 

 
 
Since its’ original publication by Little, 
Brown and Company in 1942, Edith 
Hamilton's Mythology has sold millions of 
copies throughout the word, and established 
itself as a perennial bestseller in its various 
available formats 
 
For 75 years readers have chosen this book 
above all others to discover the thrilling, 
enchanting, and fascinating world of 
Western mythology - from Odysseus's 
adventure-filled journey, to the Norse god 
Odin's effort to postpone the final day of 
doom.  
 
This exciting new deluxe, large-format 
hardcover edition, published in celebration 
of the book's 75th anniversary, is beautifully 
packaged and fully-illustrated throughout 
with all-new, specially commissioned full-
colour art, making it a true collector's item. 
 
 
 
 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: 

 
My sister Elly went 
to school with Robin 
Stevens, the author 
of the Murder Most 
Unladylike series.  
 
They both attended 
Cheltenham Ladies 
College, and I was 
fortunate to meet 
Robin on a number 
occasions and events 
at this wonderful school. 
 

Since leaving CLC Robin 
went on to study English at 
the University of Warwick, 
later gaining 
an MA in crime 
fiction from King's College 
London. She appeared as 
Captain of the Warwick 
University team 

on University Challenge! 
 
I have noticed at school a number of you 
enjoying her novels so I contacted her to see 
if she would send the Falkner Flyer readers 
a personal message…. and she did!  
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mythology-Timeless-Heroes-Anniversary-Illustrated/dp/0316438529/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=myths+abd+legnges+for+childremn+usborne&qid=1593027000&sr=8-1
https://robin-stevens.co.uk/about-me/
https://robin-stevens.co.uk/
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'Hi Falkner House!  

 
This is Robin 

Stevens, the author 

of the Murder Most 

Unladylike Mysteries series. I've 

heard that some of you have been 

reading my books - it always 

makes me so pleased to find out 

that people are enjoying Daisy 

and Hazel's adventures! Thank you 

so much for being fans - and if 

you're excited for the next book 

in the series, you don't have 

long to wait! Death Sets Sail 

will be published on the 6th of 

August, and I think it's one of 

my favourite things I've ever 

written. It takes place on a Nile 

cruise ship in Egypt, it features 

a mysterious cult - and it's the 

most dangerous mystery my 

detectives have been faced with 

so far ... 

 

Keep on reading and writing and 

having fun with stories. Although 

we can't travel far at the 

moment, we can go anywhere we 

want with the books we read!' 

Robin xx 

If you have not read her 
books yet I would 
highly recommend 
them. The final novel in 
the series is being 
released on 6th August 
2020…  Death Sets Sail. 
(Click on book for the link and 
the image below for the cover 
launch video!) 

 

 

 

You may also like to look at Robin’s 

YouTube channel. (Click on Robin’s photo below 

for link.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SS7O3vDZggA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgltjvy3Y8h2ivNOii5CYIg
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Murder-Most-Unladylike-Book-Mystery/dp/0241419808/ref=sr_1_4?crid=1DOJIDVZ4SWCR&dchild=1&keywords=murder+most+unladylike&qid=1593031397&sprefix=murder%2Caps%2C145&sr=8-4
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POEM: 
 
Japan has a 
wonderful history 
of traditional folk 
stories, myths and 
legends. Often 
woven into these 
tales are examples 
of traditional 
Japanese haiku 
poetry. Explore the 
example below: 
 

YOSA BUSON (1716-1784) 

Brief Explanation:  
 
A haiku is traditionally a Japanese poem 
consisting of three short lines that do not 
rhyme. The origins of haiku poems can be 
traced back as far as the 9th century. 
A haiku is considered to be more than a type 
of poem; it is a way of looking at the 
physical world and seeing something deeper, 
like the very nature of existence. It should 
leave the reader with a strong feeling or 
impression.  
 
 
Traditional Haiku 
There were four master haiku poets from 
Japan, known as "the Great Four:" Matsuo 
Basho, Kobayashi Issa, Masaoka Shiki, and 
Yosa Buson (pictured opposite). Their work 
is still the model for traditional haiku writing 
today.  
 
Reviewing examples of haiku poems is an 
excellent way to become familiar with this 
form of poetry, and the sensory language it 
uses, and gain some inspiration. 
 
In Japanese, there are five “moras” in the 
first and third line, and seven in the second, 
following the standard 5-7-5 structure of 
haiku. This rhythm is often lost in 
translation, as not every English word has 
the same number of syllables, or moras, as 
its Japanese counterpart.  
 
For example, haiku has two syllables in 
English and in Japanese, it has three moras. 
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ART: 
 

This week’s art prompt is Mythical 
Creatures. 
 
In many myths and legends incredible 
creatures feature. These beasts may have the 
head of lion or a snake as a tail. They may 
also have wings, scales or fur. In Harry 
Potter you come across a hippogriff!  
 
This week create your own mythical creature! 
Think about 
the different 
textures and 
how best to 
capture 
these on the 
page. You 
may like to 
create a 
collage. 
 
Interpret the 
prompt 
however 
you like 
using paints, pencils, collage or even 3D. Be 
as creative as you 
can!  

 
FILM:  
 
Disney’s 
Hercules  
 
(Click on poster 
for one of its best 
songs Zero to Hero.) 

 

GALLERY: Ashmolean Museum 
 

 
 
Explore from home the collections of the 
Ashmolean Museum. (Click on logo above for 

link.) The Ashmolean is the University of 
Oxford’s museum of art and archaeology, 
founded in 1683. Their world-famous 
collections range from Egyptian mummies 
to contemporary art, telling human stories 
across cultures and across time. 
 

This museum has a wonderful selection of 
online exhibitions. My personal favourite is 
Young Rembrandt. (Click on image below for 

link.) 

 

https://www.ashmolean.org/treasures
https://www.ashmolean.org/youngrembrandt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yOL-EJZjmp0
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PUZZLE:    
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RECIPE: 
 
BUDDY OLIVER – BBQ CHICKEN 
LOLLIPOPS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Serves 2 
 
(Click on image of 
Buddy for the 
demonstration 
video.) 

 
 
INGREDIENTS 
 

• 150g Whole-wheat couscous  

• Olive oil  

• 2 Lemons  

• 2 x 120g Free-range skinless chicken 
breasts  

• 4 Sprigs of fresh rosemary tied 
together with a piece of string  

• 1 Teaspoon runny honey  

• 1 Red pepper  

• ¼ of a Small red onion  

• 150g Fresh pineapple  

• Extra virgin olive oil  

• ½ a Bunch of fresh soft herbs (15g), 
such as mint, flat-leaf parsley , 
optional  

• 4 Tablespoons natural yoghurt 
 
METHOD 

1. Soak 6 wooden skewers in a tray of cold 

water – this will prevent them from 

burning on the barbecue later. 

2. Place the couscous in a bowl and add ½ a 

tablespoon of oil. Finely grate into the 

couscous bowl the zest of ½ a lemon, 

squeeze in half the juice, then add the 

squeezed half for extra flavour. Just cover 

with boiling kettle water – get an adult to 

help you if you need to. Cover the bowl 

and put aside. 

3. Now, very carefully push 3 skewers 

horizontally into each chicken breast (if 

the skewers are too long, cut them in 

half). Wash your hands and squeeze over 

the juice of ½ a lemon and drizzle with ½ 

a tablespoon of olive oil. Then season the 

chicken breasts with black pepper and 

salt.  

4. You can cook the skewers on a hot 

barbecue or in a hot frying pan on the 

hob. Always get an adult to help you! 

Either way, cook the skewers for 8 to 10 

minutes, or until golden and cooked 

through, turning regularly with tongs. For 

the final minute of cooking, grab your 

rosemary sprigs and use them to brush 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qkayhSqtgGA
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the honey over the chicken, giving it a 

lovely sticky glaze. 

5. To make a zingy salsa, first clean down 

your board. Halve, deseed and finely 

chop the pepper. Peel and finely chop the 

onion and the pineapple, then pop 

everything in a bowl, dress with a squeeze 

of lemon juice and a drizzle of extra 

virgin olive oil, then season to perfection. 

If you’ve got them, finely chop some 

fresh soft herbs using the cross-chop 

method, (see video) and add to the mix. 

6. Uncover the couscous, fluff it up with a 

fork, and divide between your plates. 

7. On a clean board, use a sharp knife to 

slice the chicken between the skewers. 

Check that it’s cooked and if it needs 

another minute or two, simply put it back 

on the barbecue. 

8. Place 3 chicken lollipops on each plate, 

and serve with the pineapple and pepper 

salsa, natural yoghurt, for dipping, and 

lemon wedges, for squeezing over. 

RELIGION:  
(Idea suggested by Mrs A - Click on image below for 
a BBC video.) 
 

 The Shema 

 

SPORTS CHALLENGE: (Provided by Miss 

Gardner) 

 
VIDEO: 
 
Royal Ascot should have taken place 
recently. Explore their online content here:  
 

 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zqkq6sg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NrGo0Smk_cc
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PROJECTS: 
 
A few teachers have kindly put together a 
several exciting projects that you may like to 
try at home. Click on the images below for 
the links to the resources you will need. 
Enjoy! 
 
Computing:  

 
Music:  

 
Myths and Legends: 

 

EDITION TWELVE ANSWERS: 
 
Life Style Tell Me More Answers 

 

• What is this photo of? A: Cardiff Castle 

• Which city is it in? A: Cardiff, in Wales 

• Tell me one interesting fact about it. A: 

Click on logo and image below for 

more information and to explore an 

interactive map. 

 
Maths 
Challenge: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/m4jr0msjk22gi2x/6.%20Boat%20race.pdf?dl=0
https://padlet.com/florencealtenburger/Aural_Training_LEARNING_TO_LISTEN_Grade_01
https://www.dropbox.com/s/pbmwho1nvi5czj0/M%26L%20Week%205.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jsn8bs35yku6mwf/Purple%20Mash%202%20Quiz%20.pdf?dl=0
https://www.cardiffcastle.com/about-the-castle/
https://www.cardiffcastle.com/interactive-map/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
The following people will be celebrating 
their birthdays over the coming week. The 
Falkner Flyer hopes they 
have a marvellous day 
and wishes them 
many happy returns:  
 

 
ANGELICA – 

NURSERY 

 

HARRY - Y3 

And the sensational MISS DAY 

 
 
FINAL THOUGHT: 
 
Traditional 

  
have played a huge role in the shaping of 
society today. All ancient civilisations 
developed a culture of extraordinary stories 
to explain everyday mysteries. Greek and 
Roman mythology has played a particularly 

important role in the shaping of western 
artistic heritage, inspiring many artists to 
form beautiful creations both on paper and 
also in stone. These Greek and Roman tales 
are as relevant today as they were when they 
were first created, and they are explored with 
enthusiasm and wisdom at Falkner House as 
has happened since the school started in 
1954. 
 

One of my favourite tales is that of Phaeton 

which I discovered recently being mentioned 

in a conversation about global warming! This 

reminded me of the relevance of these tales 

in the present day and how we can learn so 

much from the past to inform and shape a 

better future. See the article below: 

The narrative of this particular myth stands 
out more than any other when it comes to 

our most perilous modern issue: climate 
change and global warming. The myth of 
Phaeton, son of the god Helios, seems like 
an eerie prophecy of our current climate 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XCX-mAJrQZY
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crisis, and bears a striking resemblance to 
reality. The story goes that Phaeton, who 
had lived with his mother, swore to prove to 
his peers that his father was Helios, by 
driving the sun chariot across the sky – 
an act that even the gods were incapable of. 
Helios decided to meet his father for the first 
time, who was so delighted to see him he 
promised to grant him his first wish. 
Phaeton didn’t hold back from demanding 
he be given the chance to drive the sun 
chariot across the sky for a day – a request 
his father scorned at first, but against his 
son’s stagnant stubbornness, eventually 
fulfilled anyway. He advised him of all the 
risks and dangers, and most importantly, to 
never use the whip. Blinded by excessive 
pride and quick hold of the reins, Phaeton 
disobeyed his father, and used the whip 
anyway. This caused the horses to go wild, 
and he eventually lost control of the sun 
chariot, which inevitably caused havoc in 
the sky and on earth. (Article taken from 

www.topuniversities.com) 
 

Ultimately, when news of Phaeton’s 
misdemeanor reached Helios’ brother Zeus, 
he angrily struck a lightning bolt into the sky, 
which hit Phaeton in the chest and sent him 
hurling down towards Earth, and into the 
Eridanus river. The gods have managed to 
spare the earth from further disaster, and the 
planet’s slow road towards recovery had 
begun…so they said. 
 
Some philosophers and theologians argue 
that today, just like Phaeton, humans have 
deluded themselves into believing that they 
are able to take advantage of their free will 
and control the 'reins' of nature, even if it 
means polluting the earth to such a point of 
destruction. However, on a positive note 
CO2 emissions fell by a quarter when the 
lockdowns were at their peak and research 
in to different ‘super plants’ have led to 
seagrass being planted which absorbs and 
store vast amounts of carbon dioxide. 
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