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WELCOME to the eighth edition of 

The Falkner Flyer. This week, as some of 
the lockdown restrictions are lifted and we 
can now go outside more than once a day 
and travel to open spaces, we look at the 
natural world as a source of inspiration.  
 
ON THIS DAY:  

May 15, 2010, after 210 days, Jessica 
Watson, a 16-year-old Australian girl, 
arrived in Sydney Harbour and became the 
youngest single-handed, non-stop, 
unassisted circumnavigator of all time. This 
would become controversial, for detractors 
took Watson to task for not sailing far 
enough into the Northern Hemisphere. No 
matter. Tens of thousands of fans came out 
to greet her triumphant 
return to Australia, 
while millions watched 
on national television. 
But perhaps more 
impressive were the 
numbers of people 
following her journey in 
real time, through her 
blog. Overcoming early 
struggles with dyslexia, Jessica became a 
storyteller, firstly on her popular blog and 
then in her bestselling, internationally 
published book True Spirit. (Click on book 

for link). The documentary she filmed 
while at sea was narrated by Sir Richard 
Branson, and the producers of the Oscar-
nominated movie Lion are currently 
working on a film adaption of Jessica’s 
story. On completion of the voyage, Jessica 
was met by the then Prime Minister who 
declared her an Australian hero. Jessica did 
not consider herself a hero just an 
“ordinary person, who had a dream, 
worked hard at it and proved that anything 
really is possible”. (Click on her photo for 
her website.) 

 
FAMOUS PERSON:  

CAPABILITY BROWN 

Born: 30th August 1716 
Died: 6th February 1783 
 
Lancelot Brown (more commonly known 
by the name Capability Brown) was an 
English landscape architect. (Click on his 
portrait above for more information.) 
Arguably Britain’s most famous landscape 
designer, Brown codified the English 
landscape style and worked at over 250 

https://www.jessicawatson.com.au/about
http://www.capabilitybrown.org/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/True-Spirit-Aussie-girl-world-ebook/dp/B006FLJZKY/ref=sr_1_1?crid=22TY903AEEHHL&dchild=1&keywords=true+spirit+jessica+watson&qid=1589366978&sprefix=true+spirit+jessi%2Caps%2C134&sr=8-1
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sites, for a client list that included the 
majority of the House of Lords. 
He is remembered as "the last of the great 
English 18th-century artists to be accorded 
his due" and "England's greatest gardener". 
He designed over 170 parks, many of 
which still endure. He was nicknamed 
"Capability" because he would tell his 
clients that their property had "capability" 
for improvement. He even became King 
George III’s royal gardener in 1764. 

 
TOURS: Explore below the National 
Trust’s videos on Sheffield Park Gardens 
and Capability Brown. 
(Click on images below for the tour.)  

FACTS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEGO: (Provided by Miss Day) 

 

Challenge Fifteen: There is a 
circus in town. Build a space for 
them to perform in. 
 
Challenge Sixteen: Build a 
wagon to travel in across the 
country with your friends. 
 

Send photos of your models to: 
office20pr@falknerhouse.co.uk 

 
 
EDITION 7 
submissions: 
 
 
New Earls Court 
Hilton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo taken 
by Miss Day! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NRS_awQdP28
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prFlcglqjK4
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/why-was-lancelot-capability-brown-so-important
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APP: 
Help ‘give nature a home’, 
where you live with 
this brand new app 
from the RSPB: the 
UK’s largest nature 
conservation charity. 
Every week they will 
give you new activities, quizzes or 
information to help you create a wildlife 
paradise in your garden, and learn about the 
creatures you’re helping. With activities to 
suit the largest of gardens and the smallest 
of balconies there’s something for 
everyone. 
 (Click on logo above for the link) 

 
 
TWEET OF THE DAY: 

 
Goldfinch  

Scientific name:  
Carduelis carduelis 
(left) 

 
(Click on birds for 
bird call links) 

 
 
Bullfinch 
Scientific name:  
Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
(right) 
 

 
 
 
Greenfinch 
Scientific name:  
Carduelis chloris 
(left) 

FAMOUS PERSON:  
SIR DAVID ATTENBOROUGH 
(Contributed by Mrs Kelly) 

 
 

• Famous as: Broadcaster, naturalist 

• Nationality: British  

• Born: 8th May 1926 

• Born in: Isleworth, London, England 

• Father: Frederick Attenborough 

• Mother: Mary Attenborough 

• Married: Jane Elizabeth Ebsworth Oriel 

• Education: Wyggeston and Queen 
Elizabeth I College, Clare College, 
University of Cambridge, University 
College London, London School of 
Economics and Political Science 

 
Introduction: 
Naturalist and television personality David 
Attenborough is the father of the modern 
nature documentary. 
 
David Attenborough was born in London 
in 1926. After studying natural sciences at 
the University of Cambridge, he began his 
career as a producer at the BBC, where he 
launched the successful Zoo Quest series.  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/goldfinch/
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/giving-nature-a-home/id1271690371
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/bullfinch/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/greenfinch/
https://www.ourplanet.com/en/video/how-to-save-our-planet/
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Attenborough was made controller of BBC 
Two in 1965, and later its’ director of 
programming. During his tenure, the 
station crossed over to colour television, 
and Attenborough was instrumental in 
expanding its’ natural history content. 
Attenborough left the BBC to begin 
writing and producing various series, 
including the smash hit Life on Earth, 
which set the standards for the modern 
nature documentary. Since then 
Attenborough has written, produced, 
hosted and narrated countless award-
winning nature-focused programs and has 
devoted his life to celebrating and 

preserving 
wildlife. 
 
Early Life and 
Schooling 
David was the 
second of three 
boys born to a 
university 
principal and a 
writer. He and 
his brothers 
would all find 

great success in their chosen careers, which 
would take them far from the city of 
Leicester, where they were raised. 
 

 
College and Career  
Despite the relative urban surroundings in 
which he lived, David Attenborough’s 
fascination with the natural world 
developed early, and by the age of 7 he had 
assembled a sizable collection of bird eggs 
and fossils. He attended a lecture by the 
famous naturalist Grey Owl in 1936. This 
only served 
to deepen 
his interest, 
and after 
leaving 
school he 
was 
awarded a 
scholarship 
to study 
natural 
sciences at 
the 
University 
of Cambridge. 
After his two year stint in the Navy, he 
joined the BBC in 1952 and subsequently 
became a producer for the Talks 
department - his earliest projects included 
Animal, Vegetable, Mineral? and Song Hunter. 
A three-part series ‘The Pattern of Animals’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auSo1MyWf8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yNiBL8Jok4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61CdttBG3n0&list=PLrPCCOilfKQFYRbGGmGnu82CREchiZSyC
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led to a series about an animal-collecting 
expedition. Zoo Quest was first broadcast in 
1954 and became the first of his many BBC 
Natural History Unit’s productions. 
Following the establishment of the BBC 
Natural History Unit in 1957, he formed 
the Travel and Exploration Unit, to help 
him front Zoo Quest as well as Travellers' 
Tales and Adventure series.  
 
In the early 1990s, he presented Life in the 
Freezer and The Private Life of Plants, which 
used time-lapse photography to show 
dynamic, speeded-up growth in plants. 
 

The Life of Mammals, broadcast in 2002 used 
low-light and infrared cameras to reveal the 
behaviour of nocturnal mammals. Life in 
Undergrowth exploited macro photography 
to capture natural behaviour of very small 
creatures. 
 
(Click on images for videos and more information)  

Life in Cold Blood, broadcast in 2008, 
completed his collection of programmes on 
all the major groups of terrestrial animals 
and plants by showcasing reptiles and 
amphibians. 

The ‘Life’ series, begun in 1979, forms a 
comprehensive survey of all life on the 
planet - the 96 natural history programmes 
that he wrote, presented, narrated and 
produced have had an immeasurable 
impact. 

He narrated every episode of Wildlife on 
One, a BBC One wildlife series which ran 
for 253 episodes between 1977 and 2005. 
At its’ peak, it drew a weekly audience of 
eight to ten million. 

Life on Air, his autobiography, was 
published in 2002 and is one of a number 
of his works which is available as a self-
narrated audiobook. 

He has also contributed forewords, 
narrated and introductions to Planet Earth, 
Frozen Planet, Africa and other BBC series. 

Legacy 
His brothers are the actor Richard 
Attenborough, and John who is an 
executive at Alfa Romeo. He also has two 
adoptive sisters. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=czgc56Vfz4w
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In 1950, he married Jane Elizabeth 
Ebsworth Oriel; the couple had two 
children, Robert and Susan.  

(Alfred Russel Wallace Statue Unveiling) 
 
He is the vice-president of BTCV, vice-
president of Fauna and Flora International, 
president of Butterfly Conservation and 
president of Leicestershire and Rutland 
Wildlife Trust. 
 
A lifelong supporter of the BBC, he has 
often lent his support to issues related to 
public broadcasting and the television 
licence. In the 1980s, he received a BAFTA 
Fellowship and a Knighthood and was 
named a Fellow of the Royal Society (FRS). 
In the 1990s, he was awarded the 
Commander of the Royal Victorian Order 
(CVO) for producing Queen Elizabeth II's 
Christmas broadcast for a number of years.  

 
 
SONG OF THE 
DAY:  
 

"Remember Me” –  
 
Oscar winning song 
from the film Coco 
 
(Click on image for 
YouTube link) 
 
LYRICS: 
 
Remember me 

Though I have to say goodbye 

Remember me 

Don't let it make you cry 

For even if I'm far away I hold you in my heart 

I sing a secret song to you each night we are apart 

Remember me 

 

Though I have to travel far 

Remember me 

Each time you hear a sad guitar 

Know that I'm with you the only way that I can be 

Until you're in my arms again 

Remember me 

("Remember Me" is a song from the 2017 
animated Pixar film Coco, written by ROBER 
LOPEZ and KRISTEN ANDERSON-LOPEZ)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ImutnoiBixY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiFNWkMGUL0
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FILM: 
 
Coco 
 
(Recommend by 
Mrs Griggs and 
Family) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Based on an original idea by Lee Unkrich, it 
is directed by him and co-directed by Adrian 
Molina. The story follows a 12-year-old boy 
named Miguel who is accidentally 
transported to the Land of the Dead, where 
he seeks the help of his deceased musician 
great-great-grandfather to return him to his 
family among the living, and to reverse his 
family's ban on music. The concept 
for Coco is inspired by the Mexican 
holiday Day of the Dead. 
 
FACT:  

 
 
 

PHOTO OF THE DAY: 

In Vallejo, California, a Day of the Dead 
festival is held every year. Participants spend 
the day honouring and remembering the 
dead by wearing colourful costumes and 
makeup, to celebrate the lives of those they 
have lost.(PHOTOGRAPH BY C.RILEY) 
 (Click on image above for YouTube video) 

 
GEOGRAPHY FACT: 
 
Global Warming 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8FHrhH9k-PY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OF9Ixfq4BCI
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/global-warming-101
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Global warming is the ongoing rise of the 
average temperature of the Earth's climate 
system. It has been demonstrated by 
direct temperature measurements and by 
observing the various effects of the warming. 
It is a major aspect of climate change which, 
in addition to rising global surface 
temperatures, includes other effects such as 
changes in precipitation. While there have 
been prehistoric periods of global warming, 
observed changes since the mid-20th century 
have been unprecedented in rate and scale. 
(Click image below.)

 
 
8 WAYS TO STOP GLOBAL 
WARMING: 
 
Want to help stop global warming? Here are 
10 simple things you can do and how much 
carbon dioxide you'll save doing them. 
 

1. Change a light - Replacing one 
regular light bulb with a compact 
LED bulb will save 150 pounds of 
carbon dioxide a year.  
 

2. Drive less - Walk, bike, carpool or 
use public transport more often. You 
will save one pound of carbon 
dioxide for every mile you don't 
drive! 

 
3. Recycle more 

You can save 
2,400 pounds 
of carbon 
dioxide per year 
by recycling just 
half of your household waste. 

 
4. Use less hot water - It takes a lot of 

energy to heat water. Use less hot 
water by taking shorter and cooler 
showers and washing your clothes in 
cold or warm instead of hot water.  
 

5. Avoid products with a lot of 
packaging - You can save 1,200 
pounds of carbon dioxide if you 
reduce your rubbish by 10%. 

 
6. Adjust your thermostat - Moving 

your thermostat down just 2 degrees 
in winter and up 2 degrees in 
summer could save about 2,000 
pounds of carbon dioxide a 
year. 

 
7. Plant a tree - A 

single tree will 
absorb one ton of 
carbon dioxide over 
its lifetime. 

 
8. Turn off electronic devices 

- Simply turning off your 
television, DVD player, 
stereo, and computer, when 
you are not using them, will 
save thousands of pounds of carbon 
dioxide a year. 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-warming/global-warming-overview/
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PUZZLE: Zig Zag Wordserach 
 
This is a zigzag word search puzzle. Words 
go left, right, up, down, not diagonally, and 
can bend at a right angle. There are no 
unused letters in the grid, every letter is used 
only once.  

MATHS 
CHALLENGE: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NATURE SPOT: 
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WORD OF THE DAY:  
 

Garth 
 

(noun gahrth) 
 
Definition: 
enclosed quadrangle or yard, especially one 
surrounded by a cloister. 

 
 
QUOTE OF THE DAY: 
CHARLES DARWIN,   
(English naturalist, geologist and biologist, best 
known for his contributions to the science 
of evolution. Born: 12th February 1809 – Died: 19th 
April 1882) 

 
 
 
 
ONLINE 
FESTIVAL: 
(Provided by Evie 
Year 1) 
 

Click on logo for more information 
 
 
ART: Prompt (Provided by Mrs Ter Averst)  

 
You can 
interpret 
the 
prompt 
left 
however 
you like, 
using 
paints, 
pencils, 
collage 
or even 

3D. Be as creative as you can! This week’s 
art prompt is masks. 
 
Picasso 
was 
inspired 
by 
African 
tribal 
masks. 
Venetians 
create 
beautiful masks during their 
Carnivale season. Street 
artist Banksy created 
this image above 

of a gorilla 
with a pink 
mask. 
How are masks 
affecting our every day 
life at the moment. 
 

https://www.hayfestival.com/home
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MINDFULNESS 

MOMENT: 
 
Guided Meditation: 
Land of the Elves 
(Click on the image) 

 
From New Horizons Holistic Centre – 
excellent app. (Click on the monkey!) 

 
 
 
 
BOOK CLUB:  
(Provided and reviewed by 
Miss Hewitt) 
 
 

Diary of a Young 
Naturalist   
By Dara McAnulty  
 
(Released 25 May 2020) 
 
 
(Click on book cover for the 
link) 
 
 

Diary of a Young Naturalist chronicles the life 
of a 15-year-old Dara McAnulty. From his 
home in Northern Ireland, Dara spent the 
seasons writing. These vivid, evocative and 
moving diary entries about his connection to 
wildlife and the way he sees the world are 
raw in their telling. (Click her for more on 
Dara) 
 

 
 
 

 

BOOKS: (Provided by a Year 1 Girl) 
 
One of 
our Year 
1 girls 
loves 
books 
about 
Chip, 
Kipper and 
Biff, and 
she 
recently 
drew a 
picture of 
a friend 
for 
Floppy – Poppy the dog, which she shared 
with the illustrator Alex Brychta. She was 
delighted to receive a special gift from Mr 
Brychta - a picture of Poppy and Floppy 
together! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://youngfermanaghnaturalist.wordpress.com/
https://youngfermanaghnaturalist.wordpress.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YL8QBOiHjLc
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/new-horizon-kids-meditation/id1457179117#?
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/Diary-of-a-Young-Naturalist-by-Dara-McAnulty-author/9781908213792
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MUSEUM: The Prado – Madrid, Spain 

Explore The Prado Museum’s visual guide. 
 
This Visual Guide is an educational resource 
intended for people who understand better 
through images, to help them visit the 
museum. It has been compiled and 
illustrated with the participation of people 
with autism spectrum disorders, and it 
addresses different issues related to the 
museum: its’ history, its’ rules, its’ location, 
its’ buildings, its’ staff, the access points, and 
a series of formal and personal explanations 
of the museum artworks. 
 

(Click on image below for more information) 

POEM:  
On a Spring Day   
by J. CLARE 
 

A Little Lane, the brook runs close beside 

And spangles in the sunshine while the fish glide 

swiftly by 

And hedges leafing with the green spring tide 

From out their greenery the old birds fly 

And chirp and whistle in the morning sun 

The pilewort glitters ‘neath the pale blue sky 

The little robin has its nest begun 

And grass green linnets round the bushes fly 

How Mild the Spring Comes in; the daisy buds 

Lift up their golden blossoms to the sky 

How lovely are the pingles and the woods 

Here a beetle runs; and there a fly 

Rests on the Arum leaf in bottle green 

And all the Spring in this Sweet lane is seen. 

 
On a Lane in Spring: the title of this poem by 
one of Romantic literature’s overlooked 
greats, John Clare (1793-1864), says it all: 
Clare describes the things he sees on a 
country lane during springtime, his 
observations tumbling out into the poem in 
gleeful abandon and apparent spontaneity. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.museodelprado.es/en/whats-on/multimedia/visual-guide-to-the-prado-museum/4621ae59-3080-43bb-892b-34721f47ca96
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RECIPE:  
Welcome 
to the 
third set 
of recipes 
and demonstration videos, provided by our 
very own chefs at Falkner House, Sarah 
Wigmore and Stuart Harding.  
 
STUART’S THAI FISHCAKES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
(Click on image above for a link to a STEP 
by STEP demonstration by Stuart)  
 
Serves 4 depending on size 
 
 
FACT: 
 
In Thailand you don't use a 

knife to eat, instead you 

will get a spoon and a fork. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FISHCAKES 
 

INGREDIENTS 
 

• 250g salmon 

• 250g cod 

• 50g sweetcorn 

• 4 spring onions, sliced 

• 100g diced potato (cooked)  

• 2 cloves garlic 

• 1 small cube ginger (thumb sized)  

• Zest of 1 lime 

• 50ml sweet chilli sauce 

• 25g cornflour 

 
 
METHOD 
 

1. Bring a small pot of water to the boil 
and add the 100g of peeled and diced 
potato and cook for 3 minutes, 
refresh the potato in cold water and 
drain once chilled.  

 
2. Dice 100g of the salmon and cod 

into small pieces, and the remaining 
150g of each fish into larger pieces.  

https://vimeo.com/417599569/0df51e7bc3
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3. Put the larger pieces of cod and 
salmon into the blender with 25g 
cornflour and blend into a paste.  
 

4. Place the blended fish into a bowl 
and using a fine grater or microplane 
grate the garlic and ginger and zest 
the lime into the bowl. 

 
5. Add the other ingredients to the 

bowl and give a good mix until fully 
incorporated. 

 
6. Portion the fishcakes into 80g cakes, 

putting a little vegetable oil onto 
your hands in between fishcakes to 
stop it sticking to your hand and 
being careful when handling them as 
they are quite delicate.  

 
7. Fry the fishcakes in a hot pan for 2-3 

minutes each side adding salt and 
pepper to taste.  

 
 
 
 
 

Assemble following Stuart’s video.  
 

Eat up and enjoy! 
 

 

(Click on me!) 

 
 
 
 

MANGO SALSA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INGREDIENTS 
 
For salsa 

• 1 ripe mango 

• 1 small red onion, diced 

• ½  red pepper, diced 

• 10 large mint leaves, finely chopped 
 
For the dressing 

• 2 tsp fish sauce 

• Juice of 1 lime 

• 1tsp soy sauce 

• 1tsp sugar 

 
 
METHOD 
 

1. Peel and dice the mango and place 
into a bowl with the diced onion and 
pepper and the chopped mint. 

 
2. Make the dressing by combining the 

fish sauce, lime juice, soy sauce and 
sugar together and pour over the 
mango in the bowl. 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=thai+for+eat+up&rlz=1C5CHFA_enGB866GB866&oq=thai+for+eat+up&aqs=chrome..69i57j33l2.5807j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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SARAH’S 
CHOCOLATE  
ENERGY 
BALLS 
 
 
Makes 12 balls 
 
 
 
 
 
INGREDIENTS 
 

• 90 g oats, gluten-free, if needed 

• 3 tbsp raw cacao powder 

• 1 tsp vanilla extract 

• 8 medium medjool dates, pitted 

• Water 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. In a food processor or high-powered 
blender, mix the oats and cacao 
powder together to make a flour. 
 

2. Add the vanilla and dates and blend 
until the mixture is well combined 
and starts to ball together. 

 
3. Add a tablespoon of water if needed, 

to help the mixture ball together. 
 

4. Take a tablespoon of the mixture 
and roll into a ball. Repeat until you 
have approximately 12 balls. 

 
5. Keep in an air-tight container for up 

to 10 days. Enjoy! 
 

PRAYER:  
(Idea suggested by Mrs A) 
 

Our hearts are bruised, we are anxious, we 
are worried about the ones we love, we are 

saddened by the lives lost. 
 
Thank you that we can be honest before 
you. You know us and you have entered into 
our woundedness. You see our frailty and 
continue to love us. 
 
You alone are our hope, our strength, our 
counsellor. Jesus you are our shield in the 
storm. 
 
Pour the oil of healing upon us, have mercy, 
comfort the sick and bring peace to those in 
sorrow. 
 
 

 
LIFESTYLE - TELL ME MORE: 
  

• What is 
this 
photo of? 

• Which 
city is it 
found in? 

• What is  
it made 
from? 

 
 
 
Send in answers to: 
office20pr@falknerhouse.co.uk 
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WILDLIFE:  

For lots of wildlife ideas head to The 
Wildlife Trust website for inspiration. 
They are a grassroots movement that 
believes we need nature and it needs us.  
 
They have more than 850,000 members and 
35,000 volunteers.  
 
 
 
 

 

The Wildlife Trust aims to make their local 
area wilder and make nature part of life, for 
everyone. (Click on logo below for more 
information)  
 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/
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ART IN NATURE: 
(Provided by Mrs Woodward) 

 
British Artist Andy Goldsworthy talks 
about and demonstrates creating artwork in 
a natural landscape using natural materials. 
Working on site in a quarry, Goldsworthy 
makes an abstract drawing on slate and 
shows how a 'rain shadow' can be made on 
stone during wet weather. He explores the 
temporary nature of some landscape artwork 
and the effects which can be produced there. 
 
You could brainstorm how to create art in a 
natural environment and take pictures of 
your work. You could think about the idea 
of one piece of work being washed away by 
the rain or blown away by the wind. Does art 
need to last forever? 
(Click on image below for a BBC video) 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zs87tfr
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SPORTS CHALLENGE: (Provided by Miss 

Gardner) 

 
 
SPORT: Athlete of the Week  
(Provided by Mr Greenlees)  

 
JONNY WILKINSON 
 
Well this was bound to happen at some 
point wasn't it? The great Jonny Wilkinson is 
this week's sporting hero, and what a hero he 
is! Many of you may not know who Jonny is 
but I am certain lots of your parents will and 
if they haven’t already told you about this 
legend then allow me!! 

Jonny Wilkinson played fly half for the 
England Rugby team between 1998 and 
2011, and is widely regarded as one of the 
best rugby players ever. He won the World 
Cup with England in 2003, and played for 
England 91 times despite having a career 
that was hampered by injuries. He had a 
hugely successful club career as well, with 
both the Newcastle Falcons and the French 
club Toulon.   

 
So what made Jonny so great? Well first 
things first the man could kick goals from 
absolutely anywhere on the pitch. His 
accuracy from the kicking tee was second to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XmLqZy_kTQ
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none. This is what made him famous; 
standing over the ball, hands clasped in front 
of him, laser focus, eyes looking like they 
were zooming in on a particular point in the 
crowd, he’d lean forward, take a couple of 
steps then, BAM, the ball sails through the 
uprights to rapturous applause. I bet you 
can’t find a rugby fan, to this day, that won’t 
have pretended to be Jonny Wilkinson while 
they have kicked a ball from the ground or 
impersonated that famous pose (shown in 
the picture). Our great hero could not only 
kick the ball comfortably with both feet but 
he could pass the ball faster than the speed 
of light (that's an exaggeration but you get 
the point). He was strong and fast and brave 
and a fierce competitor that meant he was a 
menace to come up against on any rugby 
pitch.  
 
It’s 2003, I’m 8 years old, sat at school in my 
classroom (top set just saying…) England 
are in the World Cup Final against Australia. 
This is being held in the evening in Sydney, 
Australia so because of the time difference 
double maths becomes double rugby 
watching!! School had been cancelled so we 
could all watch the game. The rugby is fast 
and furious, and both sides are so evenly 
matched that after 80 minutes the scores are 
level. So we go to extra time and little Mr 
Greenlees is absolutely beside himself with 
nerves. Extra time kicks off, the rugby 
continues to be intense despite the players’ 
tiredness. The score is 17-17 with about 1 
minute left in the game. Matt Dawson (of 
Question of Sport fame), the scrum half 
makes a darting run up the pitch. Then 
Martin Johnson (the captain) comes charging 
in and carries the ball further up the pitch. 

The stage is set, Jonny stands waiting for the 
ball, the clock is ticking down, he receives a 
pass, the clock ticks on, he sets himself, 
drops the ball to the ground and strikes it 
perfectly as it hits the ground, performing 
the greatest dropkick known to man. The 
crowded classroom falls silent as the ball 
blasts into the air towards the goal posts. Mr 
Greenlees can’t believe his eyes; he is 
squeezing so tightly onto his friend Chris sat 
to his left that he can no longer feel his 
fingers!! The ball seems to hang in the air for 
an eternity, the whole classroom and our 
great nation willing it through the posts!! It 
sails through!! The score is now 20-17 to 
England, the final whistle blows, England 
have won the World Cup because of one 
man's heroics. 8 year old Mr Greenlees is 
beside himself with excitement and has to 
have a lie down later in the day because he 
just couldn't handle it anymore.  
 
Jonny Wilkinson would never have missed 
that shot because he worked so hard at his 
kicking, and at all his skills, to remove the 
possibility of failure. He would spend hours 
kicking balls on his own after all his 
teammates had left training. He was 
dedicated to being the best he could be, and 
worked so hard so that he would never let 
his teammates down. He didn't want to live 
with the idea in his head that he could have 
done more so he just worked and practised 
until he could give no more. He strived for 
perfection in everything and that allowed 
him to be remembered as one of the all-time 
greats.  
 
So work hard, practise your skills until you 
are confident that you could do them in a 
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World Cup final watched by the world and 
an immensely passionate 8 year old, and 
know that you would not let them down!! 
  
 
EDITION SEVEN ANSWERS: 
 
Maths 
Challenge 
 
 
 
 

LIFESTYLE - TELL ME MORE: 

 

• What is this photo of? A: The 

Cenotaph is a war 

memorial on Whitehall 

• Which city is it found in? A: London 

• Who designed it? A: Designed by Edwin 

Lutyens 

 

 
This permanent 
structure was built 
from Portland 
stone between 1919 
and 1920 by Holland, 
Hannen & Cubitts, 
replacing Lutyens' 
earlier wood-and-
plaster cenotaph in 
the same location. An 

annual Service of Remembrance is held at 
the site on Remembrance Sunday, the closest 
Sunday to 11 November (Armistice Day) 
each year. 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Lutyens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Lutyens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Cenotaph
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Cenotaph
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
The following people will be 
celebrating their birthdays 
this month. The Falkner 
Flyer hopes they have a 
marvellous day and wishes 
them many happy returns:  
(Click on balloon above!) 

 
MYRA – YEAR 5 

 

LYSANDER – RECEPTION 

SASHA – YEAR 2 

LORENZO – YEAR 2  

 
FINAL THOUGHT: 
 

 

British broadcaster Sir David 
Attenborough has warned that 
the Coronavirus pandemic could divert our 
attention away from action against climate 
change. The veteran, whose film A Life On 
Our Planet has been postponed until 
November because of the crisis, is said to be 
meanwhile 'washing his hands and observing 
social distance guidelines'. (Click on image above 

for interview with Andrew Marr) 

 
Attenborough said: “There have always been 
plagues. There are diseases. This is part of 
the natural world and tightly packed as we 
are and travel as we do, it is hardly surprising 
it spreads.” 
 
“We have a short term problem with 
coronavirus so we quarantine and do this or 
that. The consequence is, nobody takes any 
action on the climate at all if we are not 
careful.” 
 
“The environmental crisis is coming to a 
very critical point where politicians need 
convincing by the electorate that the 
electorate are serious.” 
 
As we move towards hopeful progress at 
beating this disease we need to remember 
that once we have won this battle there will 
be other battles that we will need to fight.  
 

 
 

Future generations will look back on this 
time and see that by working together and 
communicating clearly with each other, 
communities and countries achieved 
incredible things.  
 
Let us hope we can draw on this to conquer 
climate change so that future generations can 
enjoy the natural world that we are fortunate 
to live in. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p089xqmh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jC67E0z53CQ

